HR128 / HCR193

Testimony



e A B W

W o N BN RN R R R I R e o e e e ek ek e ek
o T 0 1IN S W E DS O AU W =S

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE, 2015 H . R . NO N

STATE OF HAWAII

HOUSE RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY AND CQUNTY OF HONOLULU TO INCREASE PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY IN THE AREA SURROUNDING HONOWAI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN
WAIPAHU, HAWAII.

WHEREAS, pedestrian safety is an important issue for all
communities in Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, according to the Department of Health, Hawaiil
ranks thirteenth in the nation for pedestrian fatalities; and

WHEREAS, according to the Honolulu Peolice Department, there
were 25 pedestrian fatalities in traffic accidents during 2014,
up from 16 in 2012 and 19 in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Honowai Elementary School, located on Honowai
Street in Waipahu, educates approximately 700 students; and

WHEREAS, the situation at Honowai Elementary School isg of
particular concern because of the many students who walk to and
from school; and '

WHEREAS, in the morning when school begins and in the
afternoon when school ends, the area surrounding Honowai
Elementary School is heavily congested with both pedestrians and
motorists; and

WHEREAS, it is crucially important that pedestrians are
adequately protected; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the
Twenty-eighth Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular
Session of 2015, that the Department of Transportation Services
of the City and County of Honolulu is urged to take steps to
increase pedestrian safety to prevent any pedestrian-related
accidents or fatalities around Honowai Elementary School; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following steps to increase
pedestrian safety be considered by the Department of
Transportation Services for the area surrounding Honowail
Elementary School:

(1) Raised crosswalks or the use of different materials
for crosswalks;

(2) The use of pedestrian crossing signs;

{3) Painting "School Xing“ on the roadway before
crosswalks; and

(4) Painting visual cues on the roadway leading to
sidewalks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
Resolution be transmitted to the Mayor of the City and County of
Honolulu; Director of the Department of Transportation Services
of the City and County of Honolulu; Chief of Police of the
Honolulu Police Department; Superintendent of Education; and
Principal of Honowai Elementary School.

OFFERED BY: ' /[M
Fo9e —

MAR 13 2015
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES q
TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE, 2015 H . C . R . N O o

STATE OF HAWAI!

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU TO INCREASE PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY IN THE AREA SURRQUNDING HONOWAI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN
WATIPAHU, HAWATT.

WHEREAS, pedestrian safety is an important issue for all
communities in Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, according to the Department of Health, Hawaiil
ranks thirteenth in the nation for pedestrian fatalities; and

WHEREAS, according to the Honolulu Police Department, there
were 25 pedestrian fatalities in traffic accidents during 2014,
up from 16 in 2012 and 19 in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Honowal Elementary School, located on Honowail
Street in Waipahu, educates approximately 700 students; and

WHEREAS, the situation at Honowai Elementary School is of
particular concern because of the many students who walk to and
from school; and

WHEREAS, in the morning when school beging and in the
afternoon when school ends, the area surrounding Honowail
Elementary School is heavily congested with both pedestrians and
motorists; and

WHEREAS, it is crucially important that pedestrians are
adequately protected; now, thexrefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the
Twenty-eighth Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular
Session of 2015, the Senate concurring, that the Department of
Transportation Services of the City and County of Honolulu is
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e H.C.R. NO. 195

urged to take steps to increase pedestrian safety to prevent any
pedestrian-related accidents or fatalities around Honowai
Elementary School; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following steps to lncrease
pedestrian safety be considered by the Department of
Transportation Services for the area surrounding Honowal
Elementary School:

(1) Raised crosswalks or the use of different materials
for crosswalks;

{(2) The use of pedestrian crossing signs;

(3) Painting "School Xing" on the roadway before
crosswalks; and

(4) Painting visual cues on the roadway leading to
sidewalks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
Concurrent Resolution be transmitted to the Mayor of the City
and County of Honolulu; Director of the Department of
Transportation Services of the City and County of Honolulu;
Chief of Police of the Honolulu Police Department;
Superintendent of Education; and Principal of Honowal Elementary

School.
OFFERED BY: %{ M\
—
MAR 13 2013
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

801 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET - HONOLULU, HAWAIi 96813
TELEPHONE: (808) 529-3111 - INTERNET: www.honolulupd.org

LOUIS M. KEALOHA
KIRK CALDWELL CHIEF

MAYOR

DAVE M. KAJIHIRO
MARIE A. McCAULEY
DEPUTY CHIEFS

CT-GR

OUR REFERENCE

March 25, 2015

The Honorable Henry J. C. Aquino, Chair
and Members

Committee on Transportation

House of Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Aquino and Members:
SUBJECT: House Resolution No. 128, Urging the City and County of Honolulu
to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding Honowai
Elementary School in Waipahu, Hawaii
I am Calvin Tong, Major of the Traffic Division of the Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City
and County of Honolulu. The HPD supports the passage of House Resolution No. 128, Urging the
City and County of Honolulu to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding Honowai
Elementary School in Waipahu, Hawaii.

There are many traffic engineering designs which can help to increase pedestrian safety.
The HPD supports the implementation of additional traffic safety and traffic-calming measures.

The HPD urges you to support House Resolution No. 128, Urging the City and County of
Honolulu to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding Honowai Elementary School in
Waipahu, Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

incerely,

Calvin Tong, Major
APPROVED: Traffic Division

Loulé M. Kea oh /@’

Chief of PO|IC

Serving and Protecting With Aloha
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March 25, 2015

The Honorable Henry J. C. Aquino, Chair
and Members

Committee on Transportation

House of Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Aquino and Members:

SUBJECT: House Concurrent Resolution No. 193, Urging the City and County of Honolulu
to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding Honowai Elementary
School in Waipahu, Hawaii

I am Calvin Tong, Major of the Traffic Division of the Honolulu Police Department (HPD), City
and County of Honolulu. The HPD supports the passage of House Concurrent Resolution No. 193,
Urging the City and County of Honolulu to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding
Honowai Elementary School in Waipahu, Hawaii.

There are many traffic engineering designs which can help to increase pedestrian safety.
The HPD supports the implementation of additional traffic safety and traffic-caiming measures.

The HPD urges you to support House Concurrent Resolution No. 193, Urging the City and
County of Honolulu to Increase Pedestrian Safety in the Area Surrounding Honowai Elementary
School in Waipahu, Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

incerely,

IS

Calvin Tong, Major
APPROVED: Traffic Division

Lotlis M. Ke%ﬁla [
Chief of Poli

Serving and Protecting With Aloha
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 9:43 AM

To: TRNtestimony

Cc: rustonu@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HR128 on Mar 25, 2015 10:30AM*
HR128

Submitted on: 3/23/2015
Testimony for TRN on Mar 25, 2015 10:30AM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ruston Uty | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please emalil
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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My name is Roslyn Kanae and | have taught at Honowai for 15 years. In the fall of 2009, | co-coached
the Robotics team of 5™ and 6" graders who wrote a resolution that was passed unanimously by the
Waipahu Neighborhood Board. The Board agreed that the area between Kiolena Street and Kipou
Street be restriped, a flashing sign should be installed at intersections on either side of Honowai
Elementary School, and that police should monitor the area occasionally in the mornings when children
are walking to school. A sensor was installed to monitor traffic and bright neon yellow school corssing
sign were installed to replace the faded mustard yellow ones. Police officers drove by the area at least
once a month during the beginning of the 2010 school year. Following the resolution, the students
spent a morning sign-waving in front of the school with Farmers Insurance representatives raising
awareness about pedestrian safety and encouraging drivers to slow down near the school.

Restriping the road in 2010 was necessary to visually narrow the road for drivers, however, parking for
the employees of Honowai Elementary School continues to be an issue. There are approximately 35
stalls on campus but over 100 people working on campus at any given time of the day- including
teachers, clerks, custodial staff, cafeteria staff, English as a Second Language support staff, counselors,
educational assistants, and other support staff. This means that many of Honowai’s employees are
scrounging for parking near to the school.

Honowai Elementary School services 742 students grades pre-K through 6. Many of our students walk
to and from school unattended by adults due to our socio-economic status (70% free and reduced
lunch). We are located between two T-shaped intersections and are within walking distance of Fort
Weaver Road and a freeway on-ramp.

Pedestrian safety has become an issue on campus again recently. We lost our two crossing guards and
the safety rules for Junior Police Officers became stricter. Incoming young students have been fearless
about running away from their teachers and trying to run home from school. Three years ago, a
kindergarten student ran out onto the road from between parked cars, and was hit by a car afterschool.
Almost a month ago, a fourth grader was crossing the street towards the school from the bus stop and
was hit while in a marked crosswalk before school.

Please hear our voices as we advocate for the students and reconsider the additional safety measures of
raising crosswalks, placing a pedestrian crossing sign in the middle of the road, painting “School Xing”
signs on either road side leading up to Honowai Elementary School or make a visual demarcation of the
difference between the road and the sidewalk. Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
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